
Prayers for 9th May 2021 by Jan Teale 

 

The gospel reading for this Sunday, the Sixth of Easter, talks all about love. It’s one of 

my favourite pieces from the bible and yet one of the most difficult to understand 

because of that word ‘love’. What do we mean by love? Many years ago a cartoonist 

called ‘Kim’ drew little figures with the heading ‘Love is…’ you may well remember 

them. She gave us the most wonderful examples and definitions of love and dotted 

the ‘i’ in her name with a heart. 

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s the Mersey Poets were at their height with people 

like Roger McGough and Brian Patten telling us that:   

‘Love is feeling cold in the back of vans 
Love is a fan club with only two fans’ 
 
We ourselves fail to define what love really is because of how we use the word – we 

can ‘love’ walking, we can ‘love’ fish and chips or we can ‘love’ a person and we can 

‘love’ God. All of these are different usage of the same word, aren’t they?  

John records the greater love – that of laying down one’s life for someone. Yet even 

that doesn’t give us a clear idea – laying down one’s life can take on many different 

things, can’t it. I think we all have our idea of what love is and we can thank God that 

he has given us the ability to feel ‘love’ in so many different ways. 

Let us pray: Thank you Lord that you love us so much and have given us the ability to 

love each other. Help us to take on your command that we love each other as you 

love us. It may be a difficult thing for us to do Lord but we believe that with you by 

our side we can do anything.  Amen 

And we remember and pray for the recently departed and pray for all who are ill, 

whether at home or in hospital, or who may be sad and lonely, especially those who 

have lost family and friends recently and for whom life will never be the same again. 

We pray also for those whose anniversaries are commemorated in our memorial 

book this week: Frank Green and Dorothy Aveling King.  Amen 


